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community of view and kindred family sympathies, less
prejudiced and less concealed. No personal sympathy
existed between the Queen and the Minister von Man-
teuffel, nor, indeed, looking to their difference of tempera-
ment, could it have done so; but all the same their in-
fluence on the King not infrequently coincided, and
especially at critical moments, in the direction of the
Austrian interest; although on the Queen's side it was
exerted as decisive only within certain limits, such as
were drawn for her by wifely and princely sensitiveness
in the interest of her husband's crown. Care for the
King's reputation swayed her, especially in critical mo-
ments, even though it showed itself less in the form of
stimulus to action than in that of a feminine shrinking
from the consequences of her own views, and in the result-
ing abstinence from carrying influence further.

In the Princess a prejudice developed itself during her
residence in Coblenz, which biassed her political activity
and continued to the end of her life.

Catholicism, an exotic for North Germans, and espe-
cially in the sphere of thought of a little town in the
midst of a purely Protestant population, had a definite
attraction for a Princess who was in general more inter-
ested in everything foreign than in the familiar, the
everyday, the homely. A Catholic bishop seemed a more
distinguished person than a general-superintendent. A
certain goodwill towards the Catholic cause which had
been peculiar to her even in earlier days, for example, in
the choice of her male attendants and servants, was devel-
oped to the full during her stay in Coblenz. She got into
the way of looking upon the local interests of the old Land
of the Crozier as assigned to her charge, and defending
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